
By Jennifer Hensley

As you read this article, Illinois 
may well be the leader in the nation 
for reducing toxic mercury. Over the 
past two years a collection of volun-
teers, staff, and partner organizations of 
Sierra Club has been working to reduce 
mercury throughout our state in numer-
ous ways: a mercury thermometer ban, 
recovering mercury from auto switches, 
and tackling our 6000-lb. gorilla: coal 
burning power plants. 

The centerpiece of our work has 
been a 90% reduction in mercury pol-
lution from coal fired power plants. In 
January of 2006 Governor Blagojevich 
and the Illinois Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (IEPA) proposed a rule 
(patterned after a federal EPA rule that 
was scrapped by the Bush administra-
tion) to cut emissions by 90% by 2009. 

The Illinois rule will prevent over 6000 
lbs of mercury from entering our air 
each year.

Please check our web site (illinois 
sierraclub.org) for updates on the sta-
tus of the rule or our mercury work, or 
sign up for AirApparent our air news-
letter, by e-mailing me at Jennifer.
Hensley@sierraclub.org.

ñ Jennifer Hensley is the IL ChapterӚs 
Grassroots Organizer.
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By Becki Clayborn

òWe are excited to announce that 
Springfield, IL has just become a lead-
er in clean energy efforts in the United 
States, thanks to the prodding of Sierra 
Club,ó says Illinois Chapter Director 
Jack Darin, òThis is a fantastic example 
of Sierra Club working at its best - iden-
tifying creative solutions and using staff 
expertise and grass-
roots energy to win.ó

Darin is referring 
to the recent agree-
ment struck between 
Springfieldõs City 
Water Light and 
Power (CWLP) 
and the Sierra Club 
regarding CWLPõs 
proposed 200MW 
coal fired power 
plant. Sierra Club has 
successfully chal-
lenged every new 
coal fired power 
plant proposed over 
the last three years 
in Illinois. As a result, CWLP asked to 
meet with Sierra Club in order to address 
environmental concerns of its new power 
plant, in exchange for which CWLP 
would build its new power plant unchal-
lenged. 

After five months of negotiating, an 
agreement was reached that will result 
in reduced soot, smog, and mercury 

from Springfieldõs existing units while 
increasing energy efficiency in the com-
munity and purchasing 120MW of wind 
power. An exciting part of the renew-
able energy component includes Gover-
nor Blagojevichõs agreement to purchase 
wind power for all of his state buildings 
in Springfield. In addition to addressing 
soot, smog and mercury, this agreement 
is the first enforceable agreement in the 

nation by any city or 
utility to reduce its 
global warming pol-
lution to Kyoto trea-
ty limits (7% below 
1990 levels). 

Aug. 15 celebration
Such a 

groundbreaking 
agreement deserves 
to be celebrated, 
so on August 15 
the Sangamon Val-
ley Group did just 
that. Key volunteers, 
staff, allies, repre-
sentatives from the 

state, and even complete strangers gath-
ered to celebrate and thank all the people 
whose efforts culminated in this success. 
Because of the hard work of Sierra Club 
volunteers and staff, the city of Spring-
field is now a leader in the state, as well 
as the entire country, in creating a clean-
er energy future for us all.
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By Joyce Blumenshine

Parents with young children trotting 
at their heels, retirees worried about the 
health of future generations, and workers 
ranging from a well digger to computer 
techniciansñthey all stood together and 
stood on the facts in an effort to defeat 
the proposed 15-year expansion of Peo-
ria Disposal Companyõs hazardous waste 
landfill near Pottstown, just at the edge 
of the city of Peoria. 

The Peoria County Board 
voted 12 to 6 to turn down 
the expansion application 
at a special meeting in May 
following an exhaustive six-
day hearing. At the hearing, 
citizens gave their concerns 
and presented research on 
the impacts of the hazard-
ous waste landfill. Data 
from the EPA Toxic Release 
Inventory, research from 
Freedom of Information Act requests to 
IEPA, and local research helped build the 
citizensõ case.

òBy getting the facts and standing 
together, concerned citizens can suc-
ceed against powerful special interests,ó 
says Wendy Marquis, new board member 
with Sierra Club Heart of Illinois Group. 
òThe people of Peoria County want 
clean, safe water resources,ó comment-
ed Marquis, òand they know that indus-

try can do better by recycling, reducing 
or ridding their processes of hazardous 
waste.ó She adds, òChalk up another vic-
tory for David against Goliath.ó 

Wendy Marquis researched soil bor-
ings done at the hazardous waste land-
fill site, and pointed out sand lenses 
and sand seams during the hearing. Her 
comments were part of the effort to 
show that the geology of the site does 
not protect the Sankoty aquifer, which 

is below the hazardous 
waste landfill.

Groups enter fray
Two citizensõ groups 

rose up early against the 
proposed expansion and 
worked to build community 
awareness. River Rescue, 
headed by long-time Peo-
ria environmentalist Tom 
Edwards, and the Sierra 
Clubõs Heart of Illinois 

Group spoke out at many county board 
meetings. 

Two other grassroots groups, Citizens 
for Our Environment and Peoria Fami-
lies Against Toxic Waste, organized sev-
eral months before the hearing. They 
developed web sites, planted yard signs 
and wrote letters opposing the landfill 
expansion.

Peoria Families Against Toxic Waste 
Continued on page 5

Not my kind of neighbor: In the background lies the PDC Hazardous Waste landfill. Over 
53,000 people live within 3 miles of it.  

Jack Darin, IL Chapter Director watches 
on as Roger Ricketts, Sangamon Valley 
Group board member expresses his hap-
piness with the CWLP agreement.

Continued on page 5

More about mercury
The EPA recommends that individu-

als keep their mercury levels below one 
microgram. In plain English, that means 
one-millionth of a sugar cube. 

Learn how mercury enters the envi-
ronment and becomes a toxic threat to 
humans and wildlife by visiting www.
sierraclub.org/mercury.

òBy getting 
the facts and 
standing together, 
concerned 
citizens can 
succeed against 
powerful special 
interests.ó




